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School Notices
Yard Supervision:
Morning: 8:30 - 8:55am
Afternoon: 3:20 -3:35pm

Date: 11th November, 2021

Newsletter No: 17

Term: 4 - Week: 6

Bell Times:
School Begins 8:55am
Recess: 11:10–11:40am
Lunch: 1:50 -2:20pm
Finish: 3:20pm
Student Absences:
Please phone the office
by 9:00am if your child
will not be at school on
57 521808.
Or mark absence on
PAM.

Term 4
4th October 2021
15th December, 2021
Student Last Day
17th December 2021
Staff Last Day

Click on the link

It has been so wonderful all being back at school. Life almost feels normal. Hopefully this will
continue until the end of the year. Several of our schools have had to close or partially close
across the Diocese because of COVID. Hopefully we can avoid this until we close for the
Christmas holidays. Our last day for children is on the Wednesday 15th December.
Just a reminder that tomorrow Friday 12th November, we will be having our Book Week Dress Up
Parade. This is because we missed Book Week while we were in remote learning. We had a
number of children who were quite up-set at missing the dress up day and we promised we would
still have the parade. Children can come dressed up as their favourite book character.
Nicole Richardson is taking three weeks Long Service Leave from the 29 th November. Peter
Humphries will be teaching this class on Mondays and Fridays, and on the Tuesdays, Wednesdays
and Thursdays, Brooke Sacco will take the class. We wish Nicole a well-earned break.
Our transition program for our Foundation children begins on the 16 th November. We welcome
seventeen new foundies to school in the 2022 school year.
We have several children making their sacraments on the weekend of the 19 th, 20th and 21st of
November. We pray for these children and their families as they undertake this important step in
their faith journey. We say thank you to the families for their preparation with their child and a
special thank you to Jo Bennett for all her organisation and support.

Hannah Wall has been working with St Mary’s in the role as tutor for several of our children. The tutoring program ends on the
18th November. The government will continue this program in 2022 and Hannah will return to continue her work in 2022. This
has been such a valuable support to our children and in 2022 Hannah will continue to support children in Year 3, 4, 5, and 6.
NO BUSES RUNNING
Wednesday 17th November ST MARY’S IS OPEN, but there will be no buses running as Myrtleford P-12 have a pupil free day.
Families will need to drive their children to school on this day.
Have a great week
Kitty
Sandpiper Link: https://mailchi.mp/2ae10ee0bd46/sandpiper-e-news-from-the-diocese-of-sandhurst-8697833
St Mary’s Primary is committed to students experiencing a sense of inclusion that is respectful of their giftedness, abilities,
culture and contexts. Our student’s experience learning and teaching in a child safe environment that is engaging and
liberating.
CHILD SAFE STANDARDS
You can access information about the Child Safe Standards and St. Mary’s commitment to the implementation of these standards,
including resources, policies, procedures and links, via the school website (www.smmyrtleford.catholic.edu.au).

COVID REGULATIONS
Despite the easing of many restrictions there are a number of rules regarding visitors to schools.
All visitors attending school, including for drop off and pick up must adhere to physical distancing, density limits, face mask
requirements and practise respiratory etiquette and good hand hygiene.
The Government states that;
Parents and carers who enter school buildings must check in using the QR code. Parents and carers who enter school buildings
must also have had at least one dose of COVID-19 vaccine and must have had two doses of COVID-19 vaccine by 29 November
2021 or have a valid medical exception with the following limited exceptions:
 when attending to administer medical treatment to their own child when the treatment cannot be administered by the
school
 when attending to collect their child who is unwell and cannot leave the school building unaccompanied by their
parent/carer.
 when attending for a momentary period that does not involve any sustained contact with staff or students, for example, to
collect a completed art project or similar.
Parents and cares attending any event or activity inside a school building including, but not limited to tours, graduation,
kindergarten transition, whole of school events are required to show evidence of vaccination.
Meetings and other discussions (such as Student Support Group meetings) with parents and carers who do not meet vaccination
requirements should be held virtually.
Parents and carers attending school sites for drop off and pick up who do not enter school buildings do not need to comply with
vaccination requirements.
FACE MASKS
Given that the greatest portion of the population unvaccinated is now in our primary schools the wearing of masks at school will
continue for the short term. Students in Years Three to Six are asked to wear a mask inside. Students may bring their own mask.
It would be helpful if masks were taken home each day to be cleaned.
There are a number of lawful reasons for not wearing a face mask, including for staff and students who are unable to wear a face
mask due to the nature of their disability, medical or a mental health condition. Parent/carers of a student/s who meet the criteria
for an exception must provide their approval in writing for their child/ren to not wear a mask to the school.
It is important that any student (or staff member) who becomes unwell with COVID-19 symptoms while at school gets tested and
returns home.
The symptoms to watch out for are:
 loss or change in sense of smell or taste
 fever
 chills or sweats
 cough
 sore throat
 shortness of breath
 runny nose
Some people may also experience headache, muscle soreness, stuffy nose, nausea, vomiting and diarrhoea.
Staff or students experiencing COVID-19 symptoms should be advised to get tested and stay home until they receive a test result.

SCHOOL NEWS
Dates to Remember

Tuesday 23rd

NOVEMBER
Book Week Dress Up Parade
Come and Play Morning (9am – 10am)
No Buses will be running today as
Myrtleford P-12 have a Pupil Free
Day
Confirmation and Eucharist Mass
6:30pm
Confirmation and Eucharist Mass
6:30pm
Confirmation and Eucharist Mass
10:30am
Come and Play Morning (9am – 10am)

Thursday 25th
Thursday 25th &
Friday 26th
Tuesday 30th

JLC Day Out
MLC Camp - Feather Top Chalet
Harrietville
Come and Play Morning (9am – 11am)

Friday 12th
Tuesday 16th
Wednesday 17th
Friday 19th
Saturday 20th
Sunday 21st

Friday 3rd
Tuesday 7th
Wednesday 8th

DECEMBER
End Of Year School Mass
State Wide Transition Day
Water Awareness Day

Thursday 9th

Water Awareness Day

Friday 10th

Water Awareness Day

Monday 13th

Swimming Carnival

Tuesday 14th

Year 6 Big Day Out
Graduation Mass 6:30pm
Students Last Day 3:30pm Finish
Staff Last Day

Wednesday 15th
Friday 17th

SCHOOL BANKING UPDATE FROM COMMONWEALTH BANK
For 90 years, our School Banking program has helped children learn about money, reinforced the importance of regular savings
and provided structure for parents to support their children to save.
Though the program continues to have strong support from schools, parents and teachers, recent decisions by some state and
territory governments because of a review by the corporate regulator mean we are unable to continue providing programs in
schools, and we have had to make a difficult decision to close our School Banking program for all government and nongovernment schools across the country.
Our School Banking program was established in 1931 at a time when having a bank account was not commonplace, and since
then we have helped more than 15 million Australians take their first financial steps. This would not have been possible without
the wonderful support we have received from schools like yours, including all the parents and volunteers, and for this we are
deeply grateful. Thank you.
CATHOLIC IDENTITY NEWS

A prayer for the candidates preparing to receive the Sacraments of Confirmation and Eucharist.
We pray that through each moment of your life, you will feel the Lord’s embrace. May you sense His guiding presence in each
challenge that you face. May His peace and light be with you, and may you realise how deeply loved and precious you are in His
eyes.
THE SACRAMENTS OF CONFIRMATION AND FIRST EUCHARIST
We look forward to the Sacramental Masses where 35 candidates will receive the Sacraments of Confirmation and First Eucharist.
These dates are Friday 19th, Saturday 20th and Sunday 21st November.
Please join us in praying for the candidates who will receive the Sacraments of Confirmation and First Eucharist.
Cooper Boyer, Lily Boyer, Milla Corcoran, Gemma Corcoran, Leo Harrison, Samuel Lupo, Zahra Hazeldine, Ella McMasters,
Harrison Wood, Archer Earl, Charlie Gios, Owen Griffiths, Thomas Griffiths, Annie Kerlin, Alexis McGuffie, Mia McKenzie,
Billy McLean, Max McMahon, Blake Montgomery, Shai Podubinski, Shayla Power, Soraya Toner, Cristian Borsi, Marcus
Favaro, Lane Garnham, Lucas McKeone, Emma Pasqualotto, Krisna Sella, Hyacinth Sepno, Leon Wilkinson, Lily Purss, Daeja
Murtagh, Luella Robb and Austin Robb.

CENTENARY OF ST MARY’S PRIMARY SCHOOL 2022.
Next year is a major milestone for St Mary’s Primary School, as it will be 100 years since the first classes were held for our
school.
Further information on what this will look like will be outlined in the newsletter at the start of 2022.
In the lead up to this momentous milestone, anyone who has photographs or information regarding the school’s history is asked to
email me at jbennett@smmyrtleford.catholic.edu.au
We appreciate your help in preparing for our big 100.
Wishing you a fabulous week,
Jo Bennett (REC)
JUNIOR NEWS
SLIDE-UP MORNING TO THE NEXT YEAR LEVEL
We had a great hour on Tuesday when we moved up to the next year level for the hour, just to get a taste of what it might be like.
This is not an indication of what teacher or class the children will be in, but rather a short snapshot to introduce them to the next
year level. We have another hour planned for Tuesday, November 23rd and our final State wide Transition Day on Tuesday,
December 7th.
JLC EXCURSION -‘BRIGHT AND SUNNY DAY’
We are very excited to announce our Term 4 JLC excursion to Bright on Thursday, November 25th. This was such a fun
and successful excursion last year, we have decided to do it again! Please note that more information/permission notes will be
available soon via PAM.
BOOK WEEK
We’re so excited to be able to celebrate Book Week this Friday (even though it’s a little late!). Stay tuned for some great photos in
the Week 8 Newsletter.
FOUNDATION
The Foundation students have excitedly planted a number of plants, fruit and vegetables in our beautiful classroom garden and are
now learning how we can best take care of them so they grow well. We have a bunch of ‘budding’ little gardeners amongst us!
Stay tuned for more photos as they begin to sprout and grow.
RELIGION
We have started a new topic, ‘The Church’ this week and the children have shared lots of thoughts and wonderings about what
‘Church’ means to them. We hope we can get to St Mary’s Church as a 1/2 class before the year ends!
YEAR 1/2 - RESPECTFUL RELATIONSHIPS
This week, we focussed on being mindful and finding ways to relax our mind and our body. The children were very excited by
doing some mindfulness colouring and were very happy to come in before school started the next morning to continue this!

1/2 BIG WRITE
The children in the 1/2 area have continued to show the improvement of their writing skills and word knowledge in their Big
Write. We have been working on the use of the conjunctions: but, so and because as well as continuing the SMART Spelling
program. The children have shown significant improvement in their writing abilities and strategies used. Here are some excerpts
from their work.
The Light by Lexi Piazza
One night, but not an ordinary night there was a new animal that descended and the special thing was, it had a light in its body!
The name was the light flamingo. It could glow when it was dark. One night I rode a light flamingo, it took me to a peaceful
place, it was where all the animals live. I stayed there because it felt like home.
The Light by Quinn Montgomery
When I walked outside I saw a big light. Then it started to talk to me.
“Hello Quinn, I am Jesus. I have come to you because you have been very kind to your friends and family. Remember Love is
always with you and also, be kind.”
“Okay Jesus. I will always be kind.”
The Light by Mackenzy Reynolds
One day there was a light, it was red, but then it turned rainbow. I got scared because I have never seen a light like that. So I ran
to tell my Mum, but then she said, “Surprise,” because it was my birthday. So I screamed because I didn’t know she got me a
watch and the lights.
The Light by Elle Morrison
One cold winter night, I woke up in shock. What is happening? I ran to wake up my Mum, but she wasn’t there. OH NO! What will
I do? Then I went to my brother and woke him up and then we both ran to Dad. When we got to Dad, we all ran to the flashing
light. Dad did what he could but then Mum came home in shock.
The Light by Claye Corcoran
Once we went to the lake to go fishing for Cod. It was a beautiful, lovely day and the water was calm, so we went on the boat, but
at that moment the sun went really bright and then reflected it onto us. We got sunburnt, but we saw the whole entire lake was as
bright as a light and then we saw dead fish popping up everywhere. The water was too hot for the fish.
The Light by Oscar Szaraszek
One night 1,000 years ago, there was a barn with a little boy in it called Jesus, he was with his mum and dad. They were poor
because they didn’t have a good home where they were born.
The Light by Jesse Fa’Oliu
It struck last night! I woke up and I ran to my mum’s bed because it came near my house, but I was ok.
The Light by Sarai Barnes
One night I went outside and saw lightning, but the lightning hit a light. The Lightning made it work. So I picked up the light and
saw a wombat
Ashley, Julie, Cath, Jo, Kitty and Sonia
MIDDLE NEWS
Week 6 is almost done, camp is almost upon us and the term is flying by.
What a busy time!
CAMP
Last week we sent out the information pack for our upcoming camp, on
Thursday 25th and Friday 26th November at Harrietville. These packs
contained information on how to give your permission for your child to
attend through PAM, a packing list and a dietary requirements form. We
particularly ask that the dietary requirements form be returned to school as
soon as possible, as we need to forward this information on the Feathertop
Chalet.
ASSESSMENTS
We are currently completing our annual assessments for report writing. Our
students are undertaking various assessments to see what progress they have
made since last semester.

PE - Our students are learning the skills to be
proficient Hockey players.

MATHS - Chance & Division
Our students have been exploring Chance and Probability in these last
few weeks. We have been looking at the chances and the probability of
events happening.
We have also been continuing our practise of Multiplication and
Division facts and strategies.
Some websites/games we have found useful:
Free Multiplication Games: https://www.multiplication.com/games/allgames
Free Division Games: https://www.multiplication.com/games/divisiongames
Have a great week,
Ruth and Nicole.

SENIOR NEWS
SLIDE UP MORNING #1
Tuesday 9th November was our first ‘slide up’ morning for the 2022 Year Fives and
Sixes.
Between 9-10am on this day, this year’s Year Sixes went to the Foundation class and
helped Mrs Pasqualotto, the Year Four students visited the SLC and the Year Five
students became Year Sixes.
We watched a Remembrance Day clip on Behind The News and did some partner work
between the Year Five and Six students. These mornings are a wonderful opportunity for
the teachers to see how the new cohort work together, and is good for the new students
to see what the expectations are in the SLC.
INFORMATION TEXT
Our information reports are beginning to resemble a poster format, which is part of the criteria. Students have chosen some very
interesting living species to research and present. Some of the topics and facts are:
Holly P - Hippopotamus turns pink out of the water.
Jasmine D. - Red Knee Mexican Tarantula have orange knees.
Alex C - a Goliath Bird Eating Spider grows to 4.7 inches.
Tom G - Pangolin are the most trafficked mammals in the world.
Mieke H - The Daintree Rainforest is named after a pioneering Australian Geologist and Photographer Cristian B. - Samba males
can grow up to 2.4 metres long and weigh 300kg.
Billie P - Amazon Rainforest produces half of the worlds oxygen supply.
Olivia C - Fresian Horse can run up to 48km hour.
Jessie S - Quokka smile a lot.
Keisha Q - Marine Biome not all plants have been discovered yet.
Lily P - Tundra are tree leaf regions in Arctic and tops of mountains.
Thomas C - Bees warm up the hive to keep the larvae alive and they collect water to cool it down.
SMART SPELLING
We have continued this term with our SMART weekly spelling program. The students in the SLC have been looking at the
digraph /au/ that makes the ‘or’ sound, as in the word ‘sauce’ and the diagraph /pp/ that makes the ‘p’ sound as in ‘puppy’. In
addition to this, students have learned a rule, known as the ‘Pink Rule’ in SMART spelling, where we drop the final consonant ‘y’
when we add a suffix e.g. puppy/puppies.
MATHS
Maths this week has been fun! We are learning about statistics and probability and decided to take it OUTDOORS on Monday!
Students worked in pairs and played ‘paper, scissors, rock’ or ‘paper toss’ to record data. Then we shared our data and discussed
how we can convert this data into decimals and percentages to compare.
EXPANDING SENTENCES & NOTETAKING
As a whole school, we are working from a book titled ‘The Writing Revolution’ which has been helping to guide us In writing.
The SLC have been using a sentence expansion structure to help students take notes whilst reading or listening to text. This has
been a very beneficial skill to learn and we are seeing some really good writing coming from this.

YEAR 6 END OF YEAR CELEBRATIONS
As mentioned last week, we have locked in Tuesday 14th December for the Year Six Mass at 6:30pm. This will follow on from
our Year Six day out. We will post details closer to the date. The students will attend the Mass and we will present the awards to
students. Following the Mass celebration; we are happy for families to organise their own celebrations. In previous years, families
have met together in the park and had pizza and some families have gone out for dinner with immediate family. This is not
something that is organised by the school. We suggest booking ahead at restaurants etc. as it is a busy time of the year.
BABY PHOTO
We have asked the Year Six students to email or scan a photo of themselves as a baby and as a toddler, perhaps their first day of
school. Please email these to Mrs Bennett at jbennett@smmyrtleford.catholic.edu.au at your earliest convenience as we require
these for our Mass preparations.
Have a great week,
Gab, Carolyn and Jo.
ART NEWS
Term 4 in Art, the students are investigating the element of art “Form”. Form is concerned with artworks that are 3 dimensional.
Styles of artwork that come under the element of form can be modelling, sculpting and construction using a range of different
media. Students have discussed different types of malleable media such as play dough, plasticine, putty and modelling clay. They
have observed professional artists working with modelling clay and various modelling tools. The students have then experienced
using this media and the associated tools to build on their skills, before using these skills to create modelling clay characters.
Below are some of the characters produced by students from the JLC (MLC and SLC works will be included in next fortnights
newsletter).

PE NEWS
Over the past two weeks in PE, the students have played field hockey to get some use of our new hockey goals. It has been
fantastic to see the students’ skills developing each week, in both training drills and in hockey games. Here are some pictures of
the students in action.

COMMUNITY NEWS

JUNIOR CRICKETERS WANTED - OVENS VALLEY UNITED JUNIOR CRICKET CLUB
Calling all Under 14 players!
We are looking for existing and new junior cricketers, particularly aged Under 14 to join our cricket teams.
No previous cricket experience is necessary, just an interest in learning to play and having fun.
Training is 1-2 nights per week, and games on Saturday mornings.
Also still welcoming players for our U12 and U16 teams.
For further information please contact Josh Hoare, Junior Cricket Coordinator on 0409 501 465
Register online via our Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/groups/661237861049721

